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Town Chairs, October 22, 2020 

 

While the recent pandemic has posed many challenges for Emergency Medical 

Services (EMS) nationwide, it has exacerbated problems delivering high quality care in 

a safe and efficient manner in our area as well. All the attributes that draw people to our 

area; forests, lakes, and vast remote beauty, all combine to make transportation of the 

sick and injured to definitive medical care a very lengthy proposition. The average 

transport time to the closest medical facility for South Shore Area Ambulance (SSAA) 

typically exceeds 60 minutes. This time increases exponentially during times of 

inclement weather that is common during the winter months. Compounding this problem 

is an aging retirement population in the area and aging volunteer EMT’s that are drawn 
from the older demographic that they serve.  

 

One of the areas of great concern in the delivery of quality EMS care at present is the 

performance of CPR. The performance of manual CPR for these extended transport 

times requires more staffing than the typical EMS request. This additional staffing 

requires the assistance of the local Fire Department personnel to perform CPR not only 

on scene but during transport to the hospital as well. While performing high quality CPR 

is easily accomplished rotating multiple personnel, in our limited staffing scenarios it is 

not practical. The added potential of a Covid exposure to multiple first responders now 

brings an element of uncertainty that causes at-risk first responders to not even 

respond. This has been a direct impact brought upon our service during the pandemic. 

 

To alleviate some of these issues, I propose the purchase of a Stryker Lucas chest 

compression system. This automated CPR system was demonstrated at an in-service 

held this summer at the ambulance hall and received overwhelming support from the 

volunteers. The Lucas device allows for CPR to be performed without additional staffing 

within the patient care area of the ambulance and has the added benefit of allowing 

EMT’s to remain seated and belted during transport. 

 

A quote for this system I believe was previously shared via email from the Town of 

Clover Clerk. If you require another quote, I shall be happy to forward one. 

 

I wish to thank you for your longstanding support for the vital work of First Responders 

in the South Shore Area and thank you in advance for your support in this worthwhile 
endeavor. 

 

At the bottom of this letter, I have copied and pasted relevant recommendations from 

leading National health organizations. 

 

Jeff Byerhof 

Service Director 

South Shore Area Ambulance 

 



 

The American Heart Association1, U.S. Department of Defense2 and Canadian 

Cardiovascular Society3 propose a role for mechanical CPR in resuscitation during the 

COVID-19 outbreak.  

In order to reduce the risk of SARS-CoV-2 transmission to caregivers, there are 

additional factors to consider when providing CPR:  

• Manual CPR is a possible transmission route for caregivers because the mouth and 

nose of the personnel come close to mouth and nose of the patient4 (that is valid for 

any other airborne transmission, such as meningitis)  

• During manual CPR, the operator is performing an aerobic activity that increases 

his/her minute volume and makes it more likely to breathe in aerosol from the patient 

(patient exhalation of breath including airborne virus)  

• During CPR, the patient may be ventilated with an airway device that is not a closed 

system  

• The rotation of operators during manual CPR exposes more people to the disease 

transmission. When managing suspected and confirmed cases of Covid 19, the number 

of individual staff members involved in the resuscitation should be kept to a minimum 

with no or minimal exchange of staff for the duration of the case, if possiblei. 

 

1. Edelson, et al. Interim guidance for basic and advanced life support in adults, 

children, and neonates with suspected or confirmed COVID-19. Circulation. 2020. 

(Online ahead of printing) 

2. Matos RI, et al. DoD COVID-19 practice management guide; clinical management of 

COVID-19. https://health.mil/Reference-Center/Technical-Documents/2020/04/14/DoD-

COVID-19- Practice-Management-Guide-Version-2 

3. Canadian Cardiovascular Society. Guidance from the CCS COVID-19 rapid response 

team.  In the resusitation 

shoulhttps://www.ccs.ca/images/Images_2020/NEW_CCS_RRT_Inhoptial_infection_re

duction_30Mar.pdf 4. Ling L, et al. COVID-19: A critical care perspective informed by 

lessons learnt from other viral epidemics. Anaesth Crit Care Pain Med. 2020 (Online 

ahead of printing)  

5. Peng WHP, et al. Outbreak of a new coronavirus: what anaesthetists should know. 

British Journal of Anaesthesia. 2020;124(5  
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Fireworks Ordinance 

Roger, I meant to send this to you after that last meeting I attended, when fireworks 

permitting was discussed. Just for your/the boards reference. Sorry for the delay. 

Attached please find a copy of a DSPS memorandum regarding fireworks law. 

Roger Branham, Captain Cornucopia Fire Department, Certified Fire Inspector, 

IFSAC# 2817634. 

 



 
  



 

  



 

  



 



  



 



  



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 5, 2020 
Contact: GovPress@wisconsin.gov  
  

Gov. Evers Delivers Radio Address Encouraging Wisconsinites to Stay Home 
and Take Precautions to Protect their Neighbors 

  
MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers today delivered the Democratic Radio Address 
encouraging Wisconsinites to stay home and take every precaution to protect the 
health and safety of their friends, neighbors, and communities.  
 
Hello, Wisconsin. Governor Tony Evers here. 
 
While the state and country turned its eyes to the presidential election, Wisconsin had 
another record setting day for COVID-19 cases, with 5,935 Wisconsinites testing 
positive on Wednesday. 
 
Folks, this pandemic isn’t happening someplace else or to somebody else. 
Wisconsinites in every corner of our state know firsthand the tragedy and loss of this 
virus. 
 
That’s why we’ve got to get back to the basics of fighting this virus-- I know everyone 
is tired of all the court decisions whiplash, so here’s the bottom line: stay home. 
 
Don’t have people at your home who are outside of your immediate family or 
household. Don’t host or go to gatherings with people outside of your immediate 
family or household. Limit your social interactions to a circle of 5, and start planning 
your holidays to happen virtually. 
 
Support our local restaurants by getting your food delivered or picking it up to go. 
Support our local businesses by ordering online and doing contactless pickup. 
 
Visit your doctor using telemedicine if you can. Go for a walk or bike ride and some 
fresh air outside and enjoy what’s left of the fall, but otherwise please only leave your 
house if it’s absolutely necessary and essential like picking up prescriptions or 
grabbing groceries. 
 
Make no mistake—every time you choose to stay home, every time you decline a 
party invitation, every time you get take out instead of dining in, and every time you 
make another sacrifice after months of sacrifices, you help stop the spread. 
 
The choices you make every day could be the difference between preventing a 
hospitalization or even saving a life. I hope I can count on you for your help. Thank 
you. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 6, 2020 
Contact: GovPress@wisconsin.gov  
  
Gov. Evers Releases Statement on District Court of Appeals Decision on Public 

Gatherings Limits, Encourages Wisconsinites to Stay Home 
  
MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers today released the statement below regarding the 
Third District Court of Appeals' decision to order a temporary injunction on Emergency 
Order #3, limiting public gatherings to 25 percent of a building or room's capacity, 
which was set to expire today. 
 
“Today’s decision comes as we reported more than 6,000 new COVID-19 cases—the 
most ever in a single day. This is another blow to our state's response to this 
pandemic and our efforts to keep Wisconsinites safe. We will continue challenging 
this decision, but the bottom line is that we can’t wait for the courts to figure this out—
we need Wisconsinites to stay home and mask up, and it has to start today. It’s the 
only way we will get this virus under control and ensure our economy can recover.” 
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When Leaves Fall – fire risk increases 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Nov. 6, 2020 
Contact: Catherine Koele, DNR fire prevention specialist 
Catherine.Koele@wisconsin.gov or 608-219-9075 

 

MADISON, Wis. – Warmer temperatures, gusty winds and dry vegetation resulted in 
nearly 50 wildfires across the state this week. Winds are expected to increase going into 
the weekend—no rain expected until Monday.    

"The last week or so has been unusually busy due to the dry fuels, increased burning 
activity and lack of snow statewide," said Catherine Koele, DNR fire prevention 
specialist. "While these fires have remained relatively small in size, fire control officials 
are concerned the forecasted winds over the weekend could result in increased fire 
occurrence and rapid fire growth." 

The main causes of these wildfires have been leaf and brush pile burning, sparks from 
lawn and recreational equipment, campfires and improper ash disposal from 
fireplaces. It is not uncommon to see the risk of wildfire rise in the fall.  

Wildfires can occur any time of the year when the ground is not completely snow-
covered. Things are especially vulnerable in the early spring and again in the fall after 
the leaves have fallen from the trees and the plants and grasses go dormant in 
preparation for winter.  

Smoldering embers can remain hot for days, even weeks. If using a wood stove or 
fireplace, empty the ashes into a metal container with a tight-fitting lid or dump the 
ashes onto bare soil then drown the ash with water and stir until the embers are 
completely cold.  

The same goes for campfires, burn barrels and burned leaf and brush piles – before 
leaving the area, drown the ashes, stir and keep adding water until all smoke is gone. 

The DNR recommends holding off on conducting any debris burning until the ground is 
completely snow-covered. In addition, keep a close eye on the daily fire danger and 
know local burning restrictions before using any fire in the outdoors.  

For more information on the fire risk in your county, visit the DNR website. 
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