
Public comment regarding the proposed ATV trail from Shaun McElhatton: 

 

1. The proposed trail would give access to the full system of Bayfield County ATV 
trails to only one household that does not currently have access.   

 

2. Because everyone else who might use the proposed trail already has access to 

the network--including access to businesses in Corny--the new trail seems like a 

poor use of public funds.  

 

3. The east crossing is on a curve results in visibility/safety concerns. 
 

4. Current plan is too close to the highway causing night-time/ darkness headlight 
issues.  

 
5. Use of the trail - and potential off trail use – will result in more sediment washing 

into Lake Superior. 
  



Public comment regarding the proposed ATV trail from Jeff Byerhof: 
 
At the last Town meeting there was public comment opposing the proposed ATV trail 
reroute from Klemik Road. I have written support in this regard in the past and wish to 
re-iterate that support. As a business owner, fulltime resident, and motor sports 
enthusiast, any support of trails by the town is important.  
 
First as a resident, I live in an area that features ATV’s, UTV’s, and snowmobiles 
passing right at the end of my driveway. While it would be fun to take the position of “not 
in my backyard”, I have a realistic view that there really is not that much traffic passing 
by. Secondly, I also realize that many folks that move into the area are in fact motor 
sports enthusiasts and that’s what drew them here.   
 
Yes I am aware; silent sports enthusiasts move here for the same reasons. This 
however does not relieve them of the burden to coexist in their chosen area to live. Full 
time residents pay taxes, support businesses, and generally add value to the 
community. Are there idiots on motorized vehicles? You bet. The DNR has a wonderful 
system of citations and fees to re-educate said idiots.   
 
As a business owner, ATV and UTV traffic helps extend the revenue producing summer 
busy season into the fall with folks traveling into the area for the beautiful colors. These 
same folks buy gas, eat and drink at local establishments. Simply stated, they pump 
outside money into the local economy.  
 
Winter business falls off precipitously for all of us in the business community. Many 
Cornucopia businesses as a result, shut down. Safe, viable snowmobile trails help bring 
revenue via the snowmobile crowd. Additionally as a business owner, well-signed trails 
and maps are key. Sad to say this is not currently the case, partially due to neglect and 
partially due to current Town ordinance. I regularly have to explain to customers how to 
legally transit to my business. If you look at a current trial map, there are very limited 
routes snowmobiles or ATV’s can move through the community. The most current 
snowmobile trail map does not even contain a thumbnail map of Cornucopia giving any 
trail guidance. And yes I answer many questions as to why the 25 mph speed limits on 
Town roads.  
 
By and large these folks wish to abide by the laws thus calling for guidance prior to 
traveling to our area.   
 
As a motor sports enthusiast, the most recent ordinance change lowering the speed 
limit to 25mph for ATV’s on town roads is just plain silly. As one travels into Town of Bell 
and sees the signage, it conveys the message: you are not welcome here. I challenge 
anyone to take an “enjoyable” ride at 25 mph down Stage Road. Likewise the limited 
“approved” ATV/ Snowmobile routes throughout town reinforce the same message.   
 
Lastly, it is my understanding of the reroute of the ATV route to Klemick Road is in no 
way designed to benefit any resident on Highway 13. What it does accomplish, is 



getting ATV’s off a 55mph County Highway and a more direct route to town. While many 
ATV’s/ UTV’s can run at the posted speed limit, they are not DOT approved as 
automobiles are. Mixing the two on a 55mph road is asking for a tragedy. And as it 
relates to environmental impact, folks need to please stop with the hysterics. An ATV 
trail in a power line right of way is not going to be the end of life as we know it. No algae 
blooms, no global warming, and no impact on the species of the month. I would imagine 
just one power pole replacement would impact the area greater than any trail.   
 
Thank you to you and the board for taking this project on and feel free to contact me if 
you require additional information.  
 
Jeff Byerhof  
 
Siskiwit River Cabins 
 

 

 

 

 

 


