Good Morning Natural Resource Community,

Earlier this fall, we invited you to a Public Forum for the Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) Revenue program (see email invite below). Thank you to those who attended and shared their thoughts and ideas. Over 20 people participated, representing a diverse set of interests which included local, county and state government, schools, conservation non-profits and government agencies. Attached are detailed notes from this Public Forum. 

Here are a couple of the key points we heard:
1. There is support for a majority of the active and proposed GNA Revenue projects.
1. We heard ideas for new GNA Revenue projects, many of which were for monitoring or surveying with an emphasis to see such projects result in on-the-ground benefits across the landscape.
1. One of the things we heard clearly is the desire for us to share more information and clearer information regarding GNA projects and the program. 

On that note, we are working to increase and improve communication with the GNA program. We recently implemented a process where GNA interested publics and partners can sign up to receive the latest GNA information (more details about this sign up are below**).  We will be revising our website and adding more updates on projects, as well as an open survey accessible to the public and partners for sharing their ideas.

**If you are interested in receiving regular GNA updates from one source, subscribe to our new GovDelivery communications.  [To sign up, please visit https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDNR/subscriber/new and follow the instructions for new subscribers if you do not already have an account set up. Then, you will be prompted to subscribe to topics of your choice. For GNA updates, click the plus button to the left of Forestry, scroll down to Wisconsin’s Good Neighbor Authority (GNA), and check the box to the left. Click submit at the bottom of the page and you’ll be all set!]

We will continue to review the Public Forum discussion and use your suggestions to help us evaluate our active and proposed GNA projects. We heard lots of ideas for new projects which we’ll investigate further. We recognize that the GNA revenue program continues to evolve, so we appreciate your continued interest.

Thank you your interest in the GNA program and partnerships, while continuing to contribute to healthy, sustainable natural resource management across Wisconsin’s forested landscape. We value your time and hope you enjoy your fall season.

Kind Regards,
Adam
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		Adam Felts 
Special Authorities,
Program Manager

	Forest Service 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest

	p: 715-362-1335 
adam.felts@usda.gov
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From: USDA Forest Service <forestservice@public.govdelivery.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 6, 2021 12:51 PM
To: 
Subject: Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Good Neighbor Authority Update

		[bookmark: gd_top]


You are subscribed to govdelivery for the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest. This information has recently been updated and is now available.
Good Neighbor Authority
2021 Public Forum
 
Through a Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) agreement, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) uses revenue generated from timber sales on the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest to carry out authorized restoration services on the national forest. Some projects funded to date include restoring cold-water trout streams, writing timber harvest prescriptions, assessing aspen stand conditions, and completing groundwater and wildlife surveys.
 
We’re pleased to invite you to share feedback during an online discussion about GNA program revenue spending.
 
Date: September 13, 2021
Time: 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. Central Time
Location: Online (link provided after registration)
 
Register by August 23, 2021 at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkd-CvrjsjG9U5Kd1mmqxsdvIxLfddCzAO 
This forum will use the DNR’s Zoom platform. By registering, you are sharing your information with the DNR.
 
Agenda:
1:00-1:30 p.m.           Introductions and brief presentation on GNA program revenue
1:30-3:00 p.m.           Large group and small breakout discussion topics:
1. Active and proposed projects
1. Ideas for future projects
1. Opportunities for future involvement
3:00-3:30 p.m.           Closeout and optional continued discussion
 
How to prepare for the discussion:
1. Review the DNR’s GNA program revenue projects information about the timber program and how program revenue can be spent.
1. Review the active and proposed GNA program revenue projects.
1. Brainstorm new project ideas that support goals and objectives the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest’s land management plan goals.
1. Come prepared to share your thoughts about projects and priorities.
 
If you can’t attend this meeting and would like to share a GNA project idea or other thoughts, we encourage you to contact Rebecca Diebel (Rebecca.Diebel@wisconsin.gov, 608-444-5774) or Adam Felts (Adam.Felts@usda.gov, 715-362-1335). We prefer to have a continuous conversation and hear from you often.
1. Sept 13 Forum Invitation.pdf

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com.
This service is provided to you at no charge by US Forest Service.
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